
Why Should I Devote Time and Resources to Arts Education for My Children? 

People often wonder why The Oaks spends energy on the arts and music. We believe that the arts 
are a battlefield. Because they are such a potent force, control of  the arts through censorship, 
manipulation, and coercion has been a fight for the steering wheel of  the civilization. In an 
educational institution, music and the arts expands the imagination of  students. It helps them to see 
that we are not simply producers and consumers in an economic system.  

All questions of  education strike right at the of  heart of  questions of  the meaning and purpose of  
humanity. Who is mankind? What are we here for? Why did Jesus die on the cross? The purpose of  education 
will depend on how we answer these questions. The pragmatic purposes of  education stem directly 
out of  a pragmatic answer to the questions of  ultimate purpose. Who is mankind? He is a consumer 
and producer. What are we here for? To get to heaven when we die. Why did Jesus die on the cross? To get 
us to heaven when we die. But if  it is no more than that, then education is just a way to make the 
time in the waiting room less difficult. Education becomes a means to comfort, or at least less sweat 
on the brow, while we wait for the real show to get started. But the problem is, those answers are 
incomplete.  

Education is one tool in God's restoration project. He is restoring us to his image. He is putting "on 
the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of  Him who created him” (Col. 
3:10). As John Milton put it, “The end then of  learning is to repair the ruins of  our first parents by 
regaining to know God aright, and out of  that knowledge to love him, to imitate him, to be like 
him” (Milton, John, Tractate on Education).  

Who is Mankind? The Image of  the Triune God. The vice-regents of  the universe. What are we here 
for? To worship God and enjoy him forever while transforming the world from glory to glory. Why 
did Jesus die on the Cross? To restore us to the image of  God; to rehumanize us. If  this is the case, what 
is the purpose of  education? To transform the souls of  those made to transform the world.  

Education should whet the souls of  our children with knowledge, understanding, and wisdom so 
that they can carve up the world and put it on the altar before the Lord. To give our children 
dripping-full souls that delight in truth, beauty, and goodness, who enter into the worship and 
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service of  God with fervor and fullness with heartily, with all of  their hearts. We want the education 
of  our children to be broad, and full, not just so that their SAT scores will be high. We want an 
education for our children that is principled and rigorous, not just so they will be able to get a good 
job (though this is the best preparation for that as well), we want an education that is God honoring 
and full-blooded, because we want our Children to take hold of  the world and transform it to honor 
God and bless their neighbor. We want an education that transforms our children into transformers, 
that molds our children into beautifiers, and that grows our children into fruitful, multiplying, Sons 
of  Adams and Daughters of  Eves that love, protect, and glorify their gardens.  

Education is one of  the tools that God has given us, one of  the task that God has laid upon us as 
parents, but we must remember that we are involved in the continued rehumanization of  mankind 
and of  our descendants. We educate our children so that they can live in the world that God has 
made, honoring Him, and loving their neighbors and enemies with everything that they have and all 
that they are. But if  the arts are not given a place of  honor beyond mere lip service, then students 
will default into thinking of  themselves and their neighbors as rivalrous political and economic units.  

As Dana Gioia points out, "The loss of  recognition for artists, thinkers, and scientists has 
impoverished our culture in innumerable ways, but let me mention one. When virtually all of  a 
culture's celebrated figures are in sports or entertainment, how few possible role models we offer the 
young.  

"There are so many other ways to lead a successful and meaningful life that are not denominated by 
money or fame. Adult life begins in a child's imagination, and we've relinquished that imagination to 
the marketplace" (Commencement Address, 2007).  

So why would you want your kids to receive training in the performing or creative arts? So that they 
will become a little more human. So that they can become more and more what God created them 
to be. So that they can take the next step in their transformation from glory to glory.
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