
 The Oaks Conservatory for the Creative and Performing Arts is a community of  creatives 
and creators working together to create to the glory of  God, conserve and expand skill in the 
creative and performing arts by passing it on to the next generation inviting the broader community 
to understand and enjoy the arts. We aim to accomplish our commitments through the organization 
of  The Academy of  the Performing and Creative Arts, by hosting and organizing a seasonal concert 
series, through workshops designed to foster greater understanding and enjoyment of  the arts in the 
church, and by fostering patronage of  the arts. 
 We are committed to being a community that creates to the Glory of  God. We are all people 
that are created. God created the world from nothing by the power of  his Word. Because we are 
made in his image, we are also creative. Though his creative power is independent and self-sufficient, 
ours are dependent up his pre-creative work as the continual upholding power of  his word. On top 
of  the gift of  existing (which would have been enough), God has also sent his son, Jesus as our 
savior. And not only ours, but the savior of  the whole world. Therefore, because of  the great love 
that has been shed on us, we desire to create in a way that imitates, glorifies, and magnifies our 
creator and redeemer. 
 For this reason, we also look to be a community that creates within The Great Conversation 
of  the traditions of  each creative discipline. That way we draw water from wells that we did not dig. 
But also, we keep the wells clear for the next generation. Because the knowledge of  the skills 
involved in the creative arts are worth conserving, we are also committed to teaching these skills to 
the next generation. We believe that such training is nest accomplished by a collaborative 
community. Thus the conservatory is both a place of  creation and simultaneously a place of  
training. 
 Because of  the wealth of  information and the dearth of  wisdom to sort it well, the arts are 
more available then ever all while the ability to enjoy the arts is at an all time low. And though this is 
a temptation of  the times, it is no less a temptation within the Christian Church. We aim to 
counteract the temptation of  the times by making education in the enjoyment of  the arts available to 
the broader church.  
 Lastly, we hope to lead the way in the patronage of  the arts by developing an artist in 
residence program. Whether poet, painter, or actor, we believe that creative production is worth 
supporting. Art is like friendship which, as C.S. Lewis reminds us, “is unnecessary, like philosophy, 
like art, like the universe itself  (for God did not need to create). It has no survival value; rather it is 
one of  those things which give value to survival” (Lewis 1960, 71). 
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 The Christian Church has, in other times and other places, understood the importance of  
protecting and promoting the arts. But battles do not always stay won. We are glad to enter into the 
fray and fight for the arts with the joy and seriousness of  children at play.


